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and cannot be paid for according to their value or importance. 
Indeed, it would be impossible to measure their value or importance. 
No standard of measurement could be established, and if a standard 
could, by some ingenuity, be erected, it would require so much time 
and trouble to apply this standard, that much of the benefit of 
the telegraph (which consists in the speed of its own agent — light- 
ning) would be lost to the community. It is better, therefore, to 
relax the old law of common carriers in reference to telegraph 
companies. Or rather, it is better to mould a new law, suitable 
to their nature, and the exigencies of modern society. Perhaps 
they should be held responsible, in the absence of positive contract, 
only for the use of ordinary prudence and diligence. 

Certainly, when they have a contract that they are not to be 
liable for mistakes, unless the communications through them are 
sent back, a court should not pronounce the contract void, and 
impose upon them all the strict rigor and extraordinary liability 
of the supposed ancient law of common carriers. 

To impose upon the defendant in this case, in spite of the special 
condition inserted to avoid mistakes, all the extraordinary liability 
of common carriers, would be to make defendant an insurer, for 
the price of fifty cents, against all the undefined and undefinable 
consequences of a mistake likely to happen at any time to a word 
or a sentence ; when, too, to avoid mistakes, it was expressly agreed 
that they were not to be liable for any such mistakes, unless the mes- 
sage was repeated by being sent back. 

Petition dismissed, with costs. 
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A Treatise on the Law of Highways. By Joseph K. Anoell and Thomas 
Durfee. Boston: Little, Brown & Company, 1857. pp.452. 

This is a work greatly needed. The editor's preface tells us how far 
the late Mr. Angell had proceeded in his labors when the hand of death 
staid them forever, and Mr. Durfee was called upon to complete the volume, 
in the entire preparation of which he had actively assisted Mr. Angell. 
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The distribution of the subject matter of the book is simple and natural. 
The topics discussed are sufficiently considered for the purposes of the work. 
The whole treatise is eminently practical, the authors having never at any 
time been tempted aside from the very matter in hand by any elaborate or 
lengthened discussion of even such interesting topics as eminent domain 
and easement. After some examination of the work, we feel warranted in 
saying that it meets a want in our libraries in an acceptable manner. 



Commentaries on the Criminal Law. By Joel Prentiss Bishop, author of 
" Commentaries on the Law of Marriage and Divorce." Vol. II. Boston: Little, 
Brown & Company, 1858. pp. 845. 

We have heretofore spoken in terms of commendation of Mr. Bishop's 
former labors, Am. Law Reg. Vol. IV. p. 512. This volume is an addi- 
tion to the first, and is intended more especially for the actual practitioner. 
For this purpose it is well adapted ; the remarkable faculty of Mr. Bishop 
is, we think, his clear enunciation of the result of the authorities, not 
always, in criminal law especially, a very easy task. New works and new 
editions of recognized treatises on criminal jurisprudence are of great im- 
portance to the practitioner; he must know the very last adjudications 
and the latest views of scientific law writers ; the practice in the Sessions 
is sometimes sharp and technical, and the well disciplined mind, which 
regards legal principles and points, rather than mere cases, is sure to stand 
upon some " vantage ground." We commend Mr. Bishop's book as one 
of great scientific and practical value and in every way useful to the pro- 
fession, and the more easily accessible by means of a good analytical index 
of contents. 



Pennsylvania State Reports, Vol. XXVIII. Comprising cases adjudged in the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. By Joseph Caset, State Reporter. Vol. IV. 
Containing cases decided in January and May Terms, 1857. Philadelphia : Kay 
& Brothers, Law Booksellers, Publishers and Importers, 19 South Sixth street, 
1858. pp. 575. 

We have Mr. Casey's fourth contribution to the Pennsylvania Reports, 
containing the cases decided in January and May Terms, 1857. As usual, 
we find a great variety of cases on the various branches of law which interest 
and agitate a large community. The reporter's duty seems to be well and 



